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Long-drawn case may harm Faisal: Docs
Bharat i Dubey I TNN

Mumbai: Psychiatrists feel that
the case regarding the custody of
Faisal Khan, brother of actor
Aamir Khan, has dragged on too
long for the patient’s good. “A
court case obviously takes time,
but if the patient’s custody is not
decided fast, it could be harmful
for the patient—recovery could
take that much longer or not hap-
pen at all,’’ says a psychiatrist.

The case, which could become
a textbook case for legalities as-
sociated with the care and cus-
tody of the mentally ill, comes
up for hearing in the Bandra
metropolitan magistrate’s court
on Friday.

According to the psychia-
trists, Faisal, who has been di-
agnosed with paranoid schizo-

phrenia, needs to be under med-
ication to avoid any further at-
tacks. Schizophrenia’s symptoms
include patients hearing voices
or suffering delusions and sus-
pecting their care-givers. Schiz-
ophrenia patients can not only
harm themselves but also others
around them.

At present, the court has al-
lowed Faisal, who claims he needs
no care, to stay on his own in
Kurla. But his family, including
his parents and brother Aamir,
believe otherwise and say he
needs medication and supervi-
sion. Among those who feel that
the Faisal case has gone on too
long is his former psychiatrist
Harish Shetty. “His father realised
it in a month’s time (when the
court had earlier granted him
Faisal’s custody), and today Faisal

suspects him (his father) to be
against him. The sad part of the
story is the more the relapses, the
less the recovery and Faisal him-
self will not be able to compre-
hend,’’ he says.

It may be recalled that Faisal
Khan had gone missing from his
Bandra home on October 11, 2007.
His mother filed a missing com-
plaint at the Khar police station;
he was traced from Lonavla and
brought back to Mumbai.

On the application of his
mother Zeenat, he was admitted
to JJ Hospital and kept under ob-
servation for 10 days. Dr Hari
Das of JJ Hospital, in his report
submitted to the court, men-
tioned that the actor was suffer-
ing from schizo-affected para-
noia but had to be kept under the
care of some relative.

Father Tahir Husain got
Faisal’s custody, but later told
the court that he could not take
care of him and that the court
should give his custody to broth-
er Aamir Khan.

Film director Mahesh Bhatt,
who witnessed his girlfriend
Parveen Babi suffering from
schizophrenia, says, “Even in the
21st century our knowledge about
mental health is a big zero. It is
this that leads to innumerable
problems for the patient and fam-
ily members. I think even our in-
stitutions like the police force and
the judiciary need to be enlight-
ened about the recent studies in
the area of mental health.’’

(With inputs from 
Malathy Iyer)

bharati.dubey@timesgroup.com

S Balakr ishnan I TNN

Mumbai: Even as the Shiv Sena has revived its demand
for jobs for sons-of-the-soil, it has also decided to persist
with its campaign to woo north Indians.

“Following the attacks by Raj’s men on Uttar Bharatiyas,
many of these people are now coming closer to the Shiv
Sena. They have noticed that in places like Thane, where
MNS members attacked Pratap Talkies because it was
screening a Bhojpuri film, it was Shiv Sena leaders like
Eknath Shinde who lodged the police complaint. In Gore-
gaon, Borivli and other places where the shops of Uttar
Bharatiyas were targeted by the MNS, it was Shiv Sena
vibhag pramukh Vinod Ghosalkar who came to their res-

cue and helped them
lodge police com-
plaints,’’ said Prem
Shukla, editor of the
Shiv Sena’s Hindi
mouthpiece Dopahar
Ka Saamna and a close
advisor of Uddhav on
matters relating to
north Indians.

“While the Con-
gress-Nationalist Con-
gress Party govern-
ment failed to protect
the Uttar Bharatiyas,
it was the Shiv Sena
which came to their
rescue,’’ he added.

Shukla clarified
that his party was not

welcoming migrants from Bihar, Uttar Pradesh or from
any other state. “We recognise that Mumbai’s infrastruc-
ture cannot take anymore load. We are essentially appealing
to Uttar Bharatiyas who have been living in Mumbai for
several decades. We are trying to emotionally integrate
them with the Marathi ethos and help them live in har-
mony,’’ he said.

“Only those who are domiciled in Mumbai are eligible
to get taxi drivers’ badges from the RTO. By attacking these
drivers the MNS is actually targeting people who are domi-
ciled in Mumbai.’’

Shukla alleged that the MNS had taken political “su-
pari’’ from the Samajwadi Party to prevent Hindu Uttar
Bharatiyas from gravitating towards the Shiv Sena. “But
both the MNS and the SP have failed in their 
mission. The coming elections will demonstrate on whose
side Uttar Bharatiyas are,’’ he added.

balakrishnan.s@timesgroup.com

Shiv Sena to stick
by its •woo north
Indians• campaign

Bishops to press for Holy
Land subsidy 
Christian bishops and some NGOs have hailed
the recent decision of the Andhra Pradesh
government to subsidise visits to the Holy Land
(Israel) by members of the community. The
subsidy will be on the lines of the Haj
pilgrimage. At a meeting in Mumbai on
Thursday, over two dozen members of the CNI
Bishops Council from different parts of India
joined organisations like the Catholic Secular
Forum (CSF) in resolving to disagree with a
move by certain quarters within the community
to deny millions of impoverished Christians this
right to government assistance. TNN

St Valentine saves the day 
at Vashi wholesale market

Vijay Singh I TNN

Navi Mumbai: Saint Valentine
saved the day at Vashi’s APMC
wholesale market on Thursday, af-
ter a clash between Mathadi work-
ers and a few transporters over a
payment issue.

“A minor issue over grain-load-
ing charges between the Mathadis
and transporters led to some tension
in the grain market, leading to the
stoning of a few vehicles. But since
today also happens to be Valentine’s
Day, we have resolved the issue with
the active cooperation of APMC po-
lice,’’ said the president of GROMA
(grain rice and oilseeds merchants’
association), Sharad Maru.

The general secretary of Matha-
di Kamgar Union, Narendra Patil,
also told TOI: “This was a rare con-
flict between workers and trans-
porters, and for the first time a 12-
member peace committee has been

formed on Valentine’s Day so that
such an unfortunate incident does
not take place again in the market.’’

Mediapersons had thronged the
wholesale market in the afternoon
after a rumour spread that it was a
clash between ‘the sons of the soil
and outsiders’. However, senior in-

spector of APMC police station
Prakash Nilewad clarified: “It is to-
tally wrong to even suggest that the
clash was on the basis of which re-
gion the workers and transporters
belonged to. It was just a minor row
that has now been settled.’’

Around five to six heavy vehicles
were damaged due to stone pelting
earlier in the day. The problem had
started late on Tuesday evening over
labour charges between RMT trans-
port company and the workers. Lat-
er on Wednesday, the tension esca-
lated as the 8,000 strong workers lob-
by in the grain market decided to
boycott the transporters, leading to
the clash. Cross non-cognizable com-
plaints (NCs) were also lodged by
both parties in APMC police station.

Fortunately, no one was injured.
As one worker from the grain mar-
ket put it: “Only a few glasses were
broken, but our hearts are intact!’’

vijay.singh3@timesgroup.com

PAYMENT ISSUES: Some vehicles were
damaged due to stone pelting after a
clash between workers and
transporters at APMC on Thursday

1/3 of the country•s youth are
illiterate, finds TISS study
Anahita Mukherji I TNN

Mumbai: India may pride itself
for being a young country where
70% of its people are below 35
years, but how many of them can
benefit from an economy that is
growing at 9% and how many are
left in the shadows?

According to a research paper re-
leased last week by the Tata Insti-
tute of Social Sciences (TISS), which
covered 593 districts across the coun-
try, one third of the country’s youth
are illiterate and have little chance
of entering the organised labour
market and are largely excluded
from the economic growth.

“The demographic dividend that
the Prime Minister spoke about last
year may actually be a mirage,’’ says
Bino Paul GD, the associate profes-
sor at TISS who headed the study
called Educational Attainment of
Youth and Implications for Indian
Labour Market.

While one in every three young
people is illiterate, the report shows
that the “illiteracy’’ rate for 27 dis-
tricts is two out of three and in 182
districts, it is between 35%-50%. The
female illiteracy rate is double that
of males and the condition is high-
er in rural areas than that in urban
localities.

“When we compare the years of
schooling that those in the organised
sector had received, we found it three-
fold that for the casual labour mar-

ket,’’ said Paul, adding that a large
proportion of the country’s youth had
little access to the organised labour
market owing to their low education.

Most of the literate youth had not
studied beyond Std VII and very few
had gone in for higher education.
“At a time when over half of the
country’s GDP comes from the serv-
ice sector, which will soon be the ma-
jor source of employment and re-
quires skilled manpower with high
levels of educational attainment, a
large section of the youth will not
make the grade,’’ said Paul.

Comparisons were made between
Kerala, known for its high level of
literacy, and Bihar, which is at the
other end of the spectrum. Kerala
was ahead of Bihar for its pupil-
teacher ratio inside the classroom,

the number of students per class as
well as toilet facilities in schools. Of
the districts surveyed in Bihar,
42.9%-82.1% of students were able
to make the transition from primary
school to middle school, while the
rest were drop-outs. In Kerala, 87%-
100% of students continued study-
ing after primary school.

“The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, the
Centre’s plan to universalise edu-
cation, was not spread out evenly
across the country and did not fos-
ter a thirst for lifelong learning,’’
says Paul. According to the re-
searchers behind the TISS report,
the National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme should be linked
with free education in order to boost
literacy levels.

anahita.mukherji@timesgroup.com

At a time when over half of
the country•s GDP comes
from the service sector,
which will soon be the major
source of employment and
requires skilled manpower
with high levels of
educational attainment, a
large section of the youth
will not make the grade,
said Bino Paul GD, associate
professor at TISS

TAKING A STAND: MNS workers have
been on a campaign against north
Indians

Schizophrenia•s
symptoms include
patients hearing voices
or suffering delusions
and suspecting their
care-givers. Patients can
not only harm
themselves but also
others around them
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Hearing Of Aamir Khan•s Brother•s Plea At Bandra Metropolitan Court Today

Bhagvan Das

The Hon’ble President of India acclaims eminent leadership of the country with

Roll of Honours 2007

• Sh. Sunil Bharti Mittal
in Business

• Dr. Anil Kakodkar
in Science & Technology

• Smt. Aruna Dalmia
in Community Service & Social Upliftment

LAKSHMIPAT SINGHANIA-IIM , LUCKNOW
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP AWARDS

VI SINGHANIA - IIM, LUCKNOWW
NAL LEADERSHIP AAVV�ARDS

Left to Right: Dr. Devi Singh-Director IIM-L, Sh. Dipendra Manocha, Sh. Rajan Bharti Mittal (representing Sh. Sunil Bharti Mittal),
Smt. Aruna Dalmia , Sh. R. Subramanian, Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil , Hon’ble President of India , Dr. Atish Dabholkar,
Dr. Anil Kakodkar, Sh. H.S. Singhania, President J.K. Organisation, Dr. Jamshed J. Irani , Chairman IIM-L, Sh. KG. Pant,
Sh. B. H. Singhania-Director J.K. Organisation at the Lakshmipat Singhania-IIM Lucknow National Leadership Awards 2007
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• Sh. R. Subramanian

in Business

• Dr. Ati s h Dabholkar
in Science & Technology

• Sh. Dipendra Manocha
in Community Service & Social Upliftment
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Indian Institute of Management
Lucknow
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LAKSHMIPAT SINGHANIA
EDUCATION FOUNDATION
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Saluting Excellence
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Omega
Simple and Gentle resting

____ Finally, a glucose meter with

st rips that help save your money

Introducing Optium Optium Omega with strips
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powered by an advanced ‘Try Again Technology’
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Optium Omega is an advanced glucose meter specially
designed to reduce strip wastage . Its unique Try Again
Technology ensures that testing doesn t start if the blood

I 
sample is insufficient - in which case , you can re-use the
same strip by applying more blood within 60 seconds.

Choose Optium Omega. Choose a lifetime of savings.

• Only strip with 24-months open shelf life

____________________ • Consumer Lifetime Warranty
/ ;
( •The world’ s tiniest blood sample (0.3 pL)

.�� CtO�
a� WW�t! i�

—— 2�S

Give a little ..
...get a lot back. aQ�
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Ask your chemist for an Optium Omega
In case of unavailability in your area ,
SMS <Name> (Eg. Rahul) to 56767800 .

 Abbott Diabetes Care, AbbotL
4, Corporate Park , Sion-Trombay Road, Chembur, Mumbai - 400 071. I,Otes Cnm

Prestigious companies like ZEE TV count on BSNL�s dependable
network anywhere , anytime. BSNL�s TELE -VOTING SERVICE
assures them of a network , which is incomparable, service that is
unmatched and reliability that has been proved again and again.
Thanks to BSNL, every Indian in every corner can vote for its
favourite singer. For viewers of course , it means depending on a
company that entertains them round the clock , across the nation.
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BSNL ’S
TELE-VOTING SERVICE

BSNL

MILLIONS
OF VOTES

4
MONTHS

14
C ONTESTANTS

100
CRORE INDIANS

1
WINNER

For inquiries :-
Dial 9423588789 or email at mllukade @bsnl .co . in


